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protection., so that when he reappeared before his comrades he
might in his step be able to adopt some kind of sprightly attitude.

Human nature being frail, I have often wondered whether the
masters did not sometimes privily meet together and tot*up an
extra mark or two before the submission of their lists to the
head master, in order to ensure that some ill-favoured person
would receive a sound thrashing.

I survived a beating, but on the average during most Saturday
afternoons spent my time, and enjoyed it, at drill under the
Marine sergeant. One might venture the opinion that this
insistence of drill at the most impressionable age of youth made
of me cc a footslogger " and that it took me twenty-five years to
escape from the impression. But 1 cannot believe that either my
brother or myself were nearly so naughty as a great many others
who often supped with Mr. Murray.